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TOPSECRET 23095292 VIA CAS CHANNELS (BUNKER)D EX%L SIVELY .
EYES OKLY | : ‘ | -
FROM: HENRY A, KISSINGER = SATIGON ©226 ~ FLASH n
TO? GENERAL HAIG, THE WHITE HOUSE ' : <.
HAX TO 48 ‘ .

OCTORER 23, 1972 | , o
"1, AFIFR READING TOHAK 84 AND 35 I CAN ONLY CONCLUDE THAT
_ THE BREAKDOWN IN COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN US IS SO MASSIVE THAT I
‘ QUESTTON HOW ANY DISCUSSION BETWEEN US CAN BE POSSIBLE. NOTHING T
HAVE PROPOSED WAS TO BE IMPLEMENTED IMMEDTATELY, INDEED, 1. WOULD NOT
" HAVE GONE NEARLY SO FAR AS YO IN TELLING THE SOVIETS AND CHINESE .
oF OUR FATLURE TO BRING THIEU ALONG, THAT TNDEED WOULD PRODUCE "THE
CONSEQUESCES YOU DESCRIBE, THOUGH A LITTLE MORE SLOWLY AND AS A
RESULT OF THEIR GOING PUBLIC., : . i |
5. WHAT -1 HAVE PROPOSED TO THE TOTAL INCOMPREHENSION OF THOSE
AF MY ASSHCIATES WHO-HAVE NOT SEEN ME BRING MATTERS TO THIS POINT
WAS FIRST DEVISE A WAY TO GET US OFF A COLLISION COURSE AND. SECONDLY,
To THROY OUT VAGUE REFERENCES WHICH WOULD GIVE THE OTHER SIDE AN
IRCENTIVE TO RESUME NEGOTIATIONS WITHOUT PRECISELY SPECIFYING THEIR
- CONTENT., =~ & = - S , N
E " 3. I YOULD PROPOSE.TO ARRIVE AT THE POINT YOU DESCRIBE ONLY
© AFTER A MASSIVE EFFORT HAS BEEN MADE TO BRING THIEU ALONG AND WELL®
- AFTER NOVEMBER 7. .AT NO TIME WOULD WE MAKE A PUBLIC REVELATION OF
WHAT HAS BEEN NEGOTIATED THOUGH WE MUST BE PREPARED FOR AN ENEMY
REVELATION. AND. IT IS.PRECISELY TO FORESTALL THIS THAT I HAVE WISHED

TO. TAKE SOME ACTION. -~ .7 . , L B o .
. 4. 1IF -DOBRYNIN HAS NOT ALREADY BEEN APPROACHED WE HAVE LOST
CLOSE TO 18 HOURS. HE MUST BE APPROACHED TMMEDIATELY ALONG THE
LINES OF MY PREVIOUS CABLES, INCLUDING PUTTING BLAME ON HANOI FOR
THIEU'S INTRANSIGENCE ALONG THE LINES OF HAKTO 44, PARAGRAPH 2 BUT.
ALSC EXPRESSING DETERMINATION TO PROCEED. UNDER NO CIRCUM- .
STANCES SHOULD WE PROPOSE NOW THE CONTENT OF AN ALTERNATIVE
NEGOTIATING PACKAGE, THE MOST IMPORTANT THING TO GET' ACCOMPLISHED
IS THE RESUMPTION OF TALKS BETWEEN LE DUC THO AND MYSELF. . o
" 5, WITH REGARD TO BOMBING, WHAT YOU PROPOSE IN TOHAK 85 IS
EXACTLY HAT .1 HAVE BEEN PROPOSIMNG. = o ;
7771 SHALL LEAVE HERE AT 1509 SAIGON TIME AS THE PRESIDENT

© REQUESTED. ~BUNKER AND I BOTH AGREED THAT THE PRESIDENTIAL LETTER

" RECEIVED THIS MORNING FOR THIEU-IS TOO DEFENSIVE AND WOULD BE A -

 TNTAL CAVE-IN AND.WE ARE THEREFORE ‘NOT USING' IT. I REGRET TO HAVE
10 SPEND. SO MUCH OF MY TIME CLEARING UP THE MISCONCEPTIONS OF MY

~ CLOSEST ASSOQCIATES... . - .~ L = -
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